MEDIA WATCH

Prominence Score of Civic Issues




INTRODUCTION

Municipal elections were recently concluded in 29 cities across Maharashtra, including Pune,
resulting in the formation of a new body of corporators in the Pune Municipal Corporation. As
these elected representatives assume responsibility for governance over the next five years, it
becomes crucial to equip them with a clear understanding of the city’s key challenges and
priorities. Effective policymaking begins with informed decision-making, grounded in
evidence rather than perception alone.

This project seeks to contribute to that objective by presenting a data-driven perspective on
Pune’s urban issues. While there are multiple ways to identify and prioritise city concerns, this
study focuses on the role of print media as a reflection of public discourse and civic attention.
Three of Pune’s leading newspapers were selected for analysis.

Through systematic quantification and analysis of news coverage across these newspapers, the
study reveals which urban issues receive prominence and how attention is distributed among
them.

This document, therefore, serves as a Media Watch study, aimed at helping newly elected
corporators understand the relative weight and prominence of different urban issues. This is a
Media Watch, but not a report about the media itself; the focus remains on the city’s
issues and their Prominence Score as reflected in media coverage. By translating media
attention into measurable indicators, the study replaces abstract impressions with concrete data,
enabling policymakers to better align governance priorities with the issues that visibly shape
public discourse in the city.

We hope this study proves useful to policymakers, citizen groups, activists, and media

professionals alike. With this intent, we present the study, ‘Media Watch: Prominence Score
of Civic Issues’.

Tanmay Kanitkar Harshada Abhyankar
President, Policy Research Organization Director, ShodhEco
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METHODOLOGY

The methodology adopted for this study comprises three principal components: data collection,
formulation of the Prominence Score, and data analysis and interpretation.

Data collection was carried out over a one-year period, covering all editions published between
1 January 2025 and 31 December 2025 of the Pune editions of three leading newspapers—
Sakaal, Maharashtra Times, and Loksatta. A dedicated research team systematically reviewed
each issue and documented all news items relevant to the city and municipal administration.
Each news item was quantified using two measurable parameters: the physical size of the news
item, calculated in column-centimetres, and the page number on which the item appeared. In
addition, each news item was categorised by thematic topic and further coded to indicate
whether the coverage reflected a positive or negative development in relation to civic
governance. The data entry process was conducted manually to ensure consistent classification
and measurement standards. Physical print editions were used for measuring coverage in
Sakaal, while Maharashtra Times and Loksatta editions were accessed through their official e-
paper versions.

The Prominence Score was designed to estimate the relative importance accorded to various
civic issues in print media coverage. Three principal factors were considered in constructing
this score: the number of news items pertaining to each topic, the average size of coverage
devoted to those topics, and the page position on which the news items appeared. Greater
weight was assigned to coverage appearing on more prominent pages, reflecting higher
visibility and potential readership impact. For this purpose, news size is measured in column
centimeters (number of columns x height of the column in centimeters).

Accordingly, the Prominence Score was computed using the formula:
Prominence Score = (Sum Size of News Items on a Given Page) x (Weight Assigned to
that Page).

The formula wused for the Average Prominence Score is as follows:
Prominence Score = (Average Size of News Items on a Given Page) x (Weight Assigned
to that Page).

The weighting framework is as follows:

Page No. Weight Assigned
1 10

2 7

3 8

4&5 5

5+ 3
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The weighting framework and scoring logic were developed through consultations with media
professionals, academic researchers, and social sector practitioners to ensure practical
relevance and methodological robustness.

The derived formula was applied to the compiled dataset to generate topic-wise prominence
values. Subsequent data analysis and interpretation were undertaken based on these results to
identify patterns in issue coverage and relative prominence within print media discourse.

Limitations of the Study

This study has certain limitations that should be considered while interpreting its findings. The
analysis is confined to three newspapers published in Pune—Sakaal, Loksatta, and Maharashtra
Times—and does not include other print or regional publications. The study covers news
published over one year, from January 2025 to December 2025, and therefore reflects issue
prominence only within this timeframe. Furthermore, only news related to the city and
municipal administration has been included, while news concerning the Union and State
governments has been deliberately excluded to maintain a focused perspective on local
governance. The Prominence Score has been calculated solely based on news items appearing
in print editions, and digital news platforms or online media coverage have not been considered.
It is also acknowledged that this study represents only one approach to understanding the city’s
issue landscape and should not be seen as the sole method for identifying civic priorities.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

A total of 3,273 news items published across the three newspapers during the year 2025 were
collected and systematically analysed. The key findings emerging from this analysis are
presented below as the principal highlights of the study.

Top 3 Topics by Number of News Reports

Topic Number of news Proportion
Road Infrastructure 575 17.57%
Public Infrastructure 350 10.69%
Governance 338 10.33%

Bottom 3 Topics by Number of News Reports

Topic Number of news Proportion
Public Education 56 1.71%
Other (Miscellaneous) 29 0.89%
Street Lights 26 0.79%

Top 3 Topics by Total Coverage Area (Column-cm)

Topic Size of the news Proportion
(Column-cm)

Road Infrastructure 34,726 18.86%

Public Infrastructure 22,547 12.24%

Governance 17,308 9.40%
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Bottom 3 Topics by Total Coverage Area (Column-cm)

Topic Size of the news (Column-cm) Proportion
Environment 3,121 1.69
Other (Miscellaneous) 1,426 0.77
Street Lights 1,415 0.77

Top 3 Topics by Average Coverage per News Item (Column-cm)

Topic Average Size of the news (Column-cm)
Public Education 64.75
Public Infrastructure 64.42
Traffic 60.39

Bottom 3 Topics by Average Coverage per News Item (Column-cm)

Topic Average Size of the news (Column-cm)
Governance 51.21
Solid Waste Management 49.96
Other (Miscellaneous) 49.17

Top 3 Topics with positive Coverage

Topic Proportion of Positive News
Tourism and Culture 82.76%
Public Education 71.43%
Public Transport 71.37%
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Top 3 Topics with Negative Coverage

Topic Proportion of Negative News
Traffic 70.04%
Road Safety 60.79%
Solid Waste Management 60%

Top 3 topics by Prominence Score

Topic Score
Road Infrastructure 2,35,471
Public Infrastructure 1,50,182
Governance 1,20,712

Top 3 topics by Average Prominence Score

Topic Score

Public Education 468.21
Public Infrastructure 429.09
Road Infrastructure 409.51
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